
Greetings Team Silent 

Senitnel!  I am excited to 

bring you our first issue 

of the Knight’s Watch, a 

periodical newsletter to 

highlight information, 

news, and events within 

the battalion and sur-

rounding communities.   

     Communication is an 

integral part of our job 

and our relationships with 

family and friends.  This 

newsletter will serve as 

one more means to pro-

vide relevant and timely 

information to you, our 

families, and our part-

ners.   

     I plan for this to be at 

least monthly, with spe-

cial editions to add partic-

ular emphasis during a 

quarter.   

     I welcome you to par-

ticipate in this publication 

as well.  Collaboration is 

vital at Goodfellow Air 

Force Base, Corry Sta-

tion, and with Fort 

Huachuca.   

     In future editions, we 

will emphasize leader 

development, topics of 

interest for families, and 

showcase some of our 
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Command Sergeant Major’s Corner  

Team Silent Sentinels, I 
would like to speak to 
you in this month’s news-
letter about one of the 
topics that fall into my 
‘words to live by’ catego-
ry.  This particular topic is 
Family.  The month of 
February represents 

many different things, 
and one of those - while 
somewhat indirectly - is 
family and loved ones.   
     As you go about your 
days, I ask that you take 
a moment every now and 
then and think about 
those closest to you, 
whether they be spouse, 
mother, father, siblings, 
and even close friends.   
     Remember, they rep-
resent not only bringing 
you into life but also sup-
porting you as you con-
tinue along in life.  They 
are the ones who wait in 
the rear when you are 
deployed or away from 
home.  They are the 
ones who are there when 

you leave early for physi-
cal training, wait while 
you put in extra hours, or 
are sitting with the kids 
while you put the finish-
ing touches on a college 
paper to further you ca-
reer.   
     They follow us around 
from one station to the 
next while their counter-
parts remain and enjoy a 
stable life.  Or, they could 
simply be the mom sitting 
back at your home of 
record waiting on the 
news of what has been 
going on in your life.    
     They will be here long 
after you are done with 
the Army.  Maintain those 
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accomplishments.   

     I sincerely believe that 

we have an excellent 

organization with truly 

talented cadre and some 

of the best and brightest 

students that America 

has to offer.   

     More importantly, we  

have some of the most 

resilient families who 

have to endure our long 

work schedules in the 

sometimes austere envi-

ronment of west Texas. 

     As always, I welcome 

your input on what we 

can do better to improve 

the organization.  Thank 

you for all that you do 

and I look forward to see-

ing you at events 

throughout the year. 

If you are new to Goodfellow 

Air Force Base or Corry Sta-

tiom, there are a number of 

resources available to help 

families and Soldiers adjust 

to the joint environment:   

-Goodfellow Air Force Base 

website:  

www.goodfellow.af.mil 

(official page) 

-Navy Air Station-Pensacola 

www.cnic.navy.mil/regions/

cnrse/installations/

nas_pensacola.html (official 

page) 

- Goodfellow Combined 

Spouses Club on Facebook 

or at goodfellowspouses.org 

- Goodfellow Spouses and 

Family on Facebook; infor-

mal network of military fami-

lies in the are 

 

INSPIRATIONAL QUOTE: 

“A mind that is stretched 

by a new experience can 

never go back to its old 

dimensions.”   

-Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr. 
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relationships as you go  along, 
just as they maintain and sup-
port you through your career.  
Keep them informed of what is 
going on and strive to make 
them a part of your day to day 
Army life as much as you can.  
Connecting them to what you 
experience and the personali-
ties that you encounter will 
help give their lives more 
meaning; make them feel that 
personal sacrifices are more 
worthwhile. 

World War I was the first war 

of the Industrial Age and it herald-
ed a new type of global conflict.   
     For the United States, it was a 
significant turning point as the 
war propelled the country onto 
the world stage as a major power. 
     Initially, America only provided 
logistics support to Great Britain 
and France.  But on 2 April, 1917, 
President Woodrow Wilson re-
quested a declaration of war 
against Germany in response to 
unrestricted submarine warfare in 
the North Atlantic and Mediterra-
nean.  The Senate approved the 
request on 4 April and the House 
concurred on 6 April, 1917.   
     With the Nation committed in 
the war effort,  over 9 million 
men, between ages 21-31, regis-
tered for the draft on 18 May 
1917.  
     President Wilson agreed to 
send a division’s worth of soldiers 
to France immediately, but the 
Army did not have a division 
structure.  So the Army Staff be-
gan immediate planning to con-
struct a division using two bri-
gades, each with two subordinate 
regiments.       
     Between April and June 1917, 
the US Army made rapid prepara-
tions to deploy to the European 
theater. 
     The Army Staff picked Major 
General John J. Pershing to com-
mand the 1st Division which 

would be the vanguard for the 
American Expeditionary Force 
(AEF).   
     The Army had a lot of work to 
do to prepare for war.  In 1917, 
the force was only about 171,000 
personnel.   
     Thus training was paramount 
and began in earnest.  Mean-
while,  on 25 June, 1917, the first 
American troops landed in 
France.   It is said that General 
John J. Pershing, Commander in 
Chief of the American Expedition-
ary Force stated, “They are stur-
dy rookies—we shall make great 
soldiers of them.”  
     Before Pershing deployed to 
France, the Secretary told him:  “I 
will give only two orders, one to 
go to France and the other to 
come home.  In the meantime, 
your authority in France will be 
supreme.”   
     In the following year, Pershing 
and his staff architects of the 

most significant organizational 
change in the Army.  They de-
vised the formation of a field Ar-
my comprised or corps and divi-
sions.  Their plan became the 
framework of the modern corps 
we have today.    
     During the war, the American 
fighting force proved itself at 
Seicheprey, Cantigny, Belleau 
Wood, Chateau-Thierry, St. 
Michel, and the Meuse-Argonne.  
    While the last WWI veteran 
passed away 2012, their memory 
lives on.   
     Each year from 2014 through 
2018 marks a centennial of a war 
that changed the course of histo-
ry.   

Page 2 

If you are at least 18 years old and have an 

interest in playing sports, contact your 

company chain of command for more infor-

mation on the Commander’ s Cup Sports 

Program on Goodfellow Air Force base and 

Naval Air Station—Pensacola.  

#seasonofwinning, 

#takebackthetrophy2017, 

#GoArmyBeatNavy 
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Every Saturday there are battal-

ion sponsored volunteer events in 

the local community.   

18 FEB—Pee Wee Picasso & Par-

ents Paint Class; sign up at Arts 

and Crafts 

19 FEB-—PENSACON, local event 

in Pensacola, FL 

20 FEB—President’s Day 

23 FEB—17th FSS Cork and Can-

vas (register at Arts and Crafts) 

23 FEB—Mustin Beach Travel 

Expo by Pensacola MWR 

24 FEB—Talent Show at Cross-

roads; sponsored by Chapel 

25 FEB—Volunteer at local soup 

kitchen 

26 FEB—Fort Concho Buffalo 

Soldier Heritage Day 

26 FEB—Bake Sale Fundraiser @ 

Walmart on Bryant 

4 MAR—Daytime 0900-1400hrs 

Give Parents a Break at Child 

Dev Center, $6/hour 

7 MAR—Running Clinic @ Airman 

Family Readiness Center 

12 MAR—Pensacola MWR Giant 

Flea Market 

13-17 MAR—SAISD Spring Break 

14 MAR—Monthly FRG Social 

15 MAR—National Prayer Lunch 

on GAFB, sponsored by Chapel 

18-19 MAR—Bataan Death March 

in Whitesands, NM 

30 MAR—Women of Distinction 

Awards Ceremony, San Angelo 

6 APR—Centennial of US declar-

ing war on Germany in WWI. 

11 APR—Monthly FRG Social 

14 APR—Goodfellow Sports Day 

February 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 Military 

Appreciation 

at SA Rodeo 

16 17 18 

19 20  21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28     

March 2017   

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

-Women’s History Month              -Month of Military Child 

-Child Abuse Prevention Month 

-African American History Month 

-American Heart Month 

To stay up to date on the latest events as they are happening, check out the following Facebook pages: 

-344th MI Battalion (www.facebook.com/344mibn) 

-A Co 344th MI Bn (www.facebook.com/AlphaCo344thMIBN)     -D Co 344th MI Bn (www.facebook.com/DeltaCo344thMIBN) 



Celebrating African American History Month 

Buffalo Soldiers on the Frontier 

With the centennial of United States in-

volvement in World War I quickly approach-

ing, it is a great time to recognize some 

pioneers and military heroes.   

     For this issue of the Knight’s Watch, we 

recognize Eugene Jacques Bullard.   

     In 1913, a young Bullard was in France 

for a boxing match when decided to settle in 

Paris.  As war broke out in 1914, Bullard 

enlisted in the French Foreign Legion with 

some of his American and French friends.  

When his first unit got decimated, in 1915 

he was transferred to the celebrated 170th 

Infantry Regiment and sent to Verdun, 

where he was wounded   

      After recovering at a field hospital, 

Bullard learned that he could enlist in the 

nascent French flying service.  America had 

still not entered the war, so he began flight 

training in October 1916 and earned his 

wings in May 1917. Upon graduation, he 

received an assignment to the 93rd Esca-

drille.   

     As a pilot he earned the nickname “Black 

Swallow of Death” which paid homage to 

the 170th Infantry Regiment.   

     Though he never attained the title ‘ace’ 

he flew valiantly and scored victories 

against German aircraft.  Recognized as the 

only African American pilot at the time, he 

gained notoriety in France.   

     When America finally entered the war, 

he applied for a transfer, but it was never 

approved.  Thus he spent the remainder of 

the war flying with the French and culminat-

ed his time in the infantry with the 170th.   

     Following the war, Bullard remained in 

Paris as a jazz drummer and eventually the 

proprietor of his own club.   

     In 1939, as the rumblings of war re-

turned to Europe, Bullard helped keep track 

of German patrons.  Then in 1940, he once 

again joined the French Army.  But as the 

country fell, he was evacuated to Spain 

after being wounded and repatriated back to 

America.     

     Unfortunately, Bullard never regained 

the fame he had before the war.  With 

France, he earned 15 accolades in-

cluding the title of knight of the Legion 

of Honor.   

     In 1994, the US Air Force posthu-

mously commissioned him a second 

lieutenant.   

Fort Concho National Historic Landmark 
will celebrate Buffalo Soldier Heritage 
Day on 26 February.  The event cele-
brates the contributions of African Ameri-
can Soldiers who served at Fort Concho 
and across the West after the Civil War.   
     When it was still an active fort, over 
50% of the troops that served were Afri-
can American.   This year’s celebration 

commemorates the fort’s 150th birthday 
and will include a guest speaker and pro-
vide displays of weaponry and equipment 
of the time.   

Did You Know? 

That Buffalo Soldiers were among 
the first park rangers in the west-
ern territories; approximately 500 
served at Yosemite and Sequoia 
National Park.  Charles Young, the 
third African-American graduate 
of West Point was also the acting 
military superintendent of Se-
quoia National Park in 1903. 
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Battalion Event Roll Up 

During the Annual Polar Bear Plunge sponsored by 17th Force Support Squadron, the battalion won the trophy for most participation.  This annual event included a 
5K run and a costume contest.  The event took place on Lake Nasworthy at the Goodfellow Air Force Base Recreation Camp. 

On the last Saturday of each month, volunteers prepare and serve a lunch 
at a local soup kitchen.  Contact your company volunteer coordinator for 
more info. 

The 17th Training Wing Commander’s Cup has started with volleyball.  The 
next sport will be soccer starting at the end of the month.  If you have skills 
and are at least 18 years old—students must have record APFT—contact 
your company chain of command for more information.  The volleyball 
tournament is next week. 

Three cadre members were recognized at the Annual Team Goodfellow 
Awards and competed against their peers in the joint services.   SSG Yocius 
was nominated in the junior NCO category (E5-E6), SFC Waddell was nomi-
nated in the senior NCO category (E7-E8), and SSG Paulovkin was nominat-
ed for his volunteerism.  In the end SSG Paulovkin won the award for Team 
Goodfellow Volunteer of the Year. 

“Far better is it to dare mighty things, to win 

glorious triumphs, even though checkered 

by failure... than to rank with those poor 

spirits who neither enjoy nor suffer much, 

because they live in a gray twilight that 

knows not victory nor defeat.”   
    -Theodore Roosevelt 
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On 3 February, A and B companies competed across  five physical challenges to win the Spartan Dash.  Each company fielded four teams of ten soldiers to compete 
in a series of races that included a log carry for 800m, a HMMWV pull, a litter /buddy carry, and a 100-team pull ups.  Each company also had soldiers conduct a ruck 
march for time.   In the end, A company won by the narrowest of margins on their last team.  

Down on the Delta, Events At Corry Station 

D company cadre and students participated in the quarterly effort to clear a 
2 mile stretch of debris and trash on Highway 98 and accumulated over 10 
bags of trash  

D company soldiers volunteered to set up, work and tear down the double 
bridge run sponsored by running wild on February 4 2017. Soldiers set up 
barricades, banners, and handed out food/drinks to the runners.  The Sol-
diers also removed the microchips from runner’s shoes as they crossed the 
finish line. 

Continuing their winning ways, the darts team won the first NAS-P Command-
er’s Cup event of the 2017 calendar year.  D company won the trophy last 
year. 

To stay up to date on the latest events as they are happening, 

check out the following Facebook pages: 

-344th MI Battalion (www.facebook.com/344mibn) 

-A Co 344th MI Bn (www.facebook.com/AlphaCo344thMIBN) 

-D Co 344th MI Bn (www.facebook.com/DeltaCo344thMIBN) 
Got FRG questions?  Need assistance?  Send a note to:  
344thFamilyReadinessGroup@gmail.com 
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