Subject:  RESTRICTION OF ENLISTED MEMBERS POSSESSING AF FORM 422 (PHYSICAL PROFILE SERIAL REPORT) FROM ATTENDING IN-RESIDENCE EPME SCHOOLS (EFFECTIVE 1 JAN 04) 
 

Objective:  Distribute new policy restricting eligibility to attend resident EPME schools when AF Form 422, Physical Profile Serial Report, describes a temporary medical condition limiting full and active participation (see below for description of activities).  New policy will be incorporated in the upcoming changes to AFI 36-2301.
 

Importance: routine
 

MAJCOM/FOA/DRU EPME Managers:  Provide widest dissemination.  Monitor student selection and processing actions--ensure bases do not send enlisted members possessing AF Form 422 limiting full and active participation in resident EPME school activities.  Review requests to waiver this restriction and forward those recommended for approval to HQ USAF/ DPLEE for action.  This change will be incorporated in the next revision to AFI 36-2301, Professional Military Education.
 

Base-level EPME school quota managers:  Immediately incorporate this change to your student selection, processing, and follow-up actions.  Add this policy change to your resident EPME student processing checklist.  
 

SELC/SNCOA/NCOA/ALS Course Owners:  Incorporate this restriction in the Education and Training Course Announcement and Oracle Training Applications resident EPME course descriptions.  Recommended statement:  "Enlisted members with AF Form 422 are ineligible to attend when restricted from full and active participation in school physical activities (to include fitness and drill and ceremonies)."    
 

ACTION:  Effective 01 January 2004, Air Force enlisted members with temporary medical conditions restricting active and full participation in physical performance requirements are ineligible to attend resident EPME schools.  Resident EPME school activities include: physical fitness, drill and ceremonies, uniform inspection formations, and other student performance duties as specified in the course requirements (see USAF EPME resident schools and sister service course descriptions).  
 

- If the conditions does not limit active and full participation then members remain eligible.  Coordinate AF Form 422 with MAJCOM/FOA/DRU EPME managers and USAF Senior NCO Academy (SNCOA) and NCO Academy (NCOA) Commandant, or Airman Leadership School (ALS) Flight Chief.  EXAMPLE: Temporary medical condition resulting in shaving waiver.
 

- "Active and full participation" is defined as the unrestricted physical ability to lead or take part in physical fitness exercise, team sports, marching, standing in formation, vocalizing commands, raising or lowering flags, and rendering salutes.  Physical fitness activity includes (but are not limited to) running, push-ups, and abdominal crunches, as well as pre-exercise stretching and warm-up.   
 

- If condition is non-temporary (permanent), enlisted members otherwise eligible may be selected to attend EPME resident schools.  Coordinate AF Form 422 with MAJCOM/FOA/DRU EPME managers and USAF Senior NCO Academy (SNCOA) and NCO Academy (NCOA) Commandant, or Airman Leadership School (ALS) Flight Chief.
 

- If the medical condition occurs after the member's school begins, the school commandant/flight chief will decide if the student is allowed to continue--factors include: medical authority recommendation; missed academic hours; and ability to meet core graduation requirements. 
 

- Any enlisted member arriving at a resident EPME school possessing an AF Form 422 limiting full and active participation in the EPME school program will be released and returned to home unit (unless previous cleared to attend by HQ USAF/DPLEE and school commandant/flight chief--see below "Exception To Policy").  If member is on TDY orders, the member is returned at unit expense (costs include travel and per diem expenses).     
 

RATIONALE: Physical fitness training and Profession of Arms activities are integral to USAF EPME resident schools programs.  Limiting student selections to those who can actively and fully participate in school activities supports Air Force standards, discipline, teamwork, camaraderie, and esprit de corps.  This clarification is consistent with guidance restricting student selection and continued attendance at the USAF Air and Space Basic Course and Squadron Officer School (see online course instructions--Weight and Fitness Standards). 
EXCEPTION TO POLICY:  There may be occasion when the best interests of the Air Force requires an exception to policy.  Process all waiver requests through MAJCOM/FOA/DRU EPME managers.  All requests are coordinated with resident EPME school commandant/flight chief or appointed representative.  Requests continuing on as recommended for approval, are forwarded (with AF Form 422 attached) to HQ USAF/DPLEE for final review and determination.  
EXAMPLES:  
Senior airmen (SrA - E-4) otherwise eligible to attend ALS if the commander urgently requires member to  perform supervisor duties (assignment as reporting official and supervisory responsibilities) immediately upon graduation.    
SrA otherwise eligible to attend ALS and selected for permanent change of station (PCS) to a short-tour location (for example, Korea).  
Active duty enlisted member previously deferred from attending due to lengthy TDY and has already pinned-on SSgt/MSgt/CMSgt stripes.   
Active duty enlisted member selected for promotion to SSgt/MSgt/CMSgt with line number increment requiring immediate placement in an upcoming resident school class.  
Enlisted members with long-term temporary (or permanent) restrictions (i.e., asthma, pregnancy) otherwise eligible to attend resident EPME schools.  NOTE:  Temper need for waiver with member's ongoing medical treatment, health and safety concerns.  
